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                                 Trinity Episcopal Church & 
    Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

    Union – St. Luke’s 
                                                    Claremont, & Charlestown 
                                                                            September 20th, 2020 
                                                  16th Sunday of Pentecost / Proper 20 

       10am  via ZOOM 
                                     Officiant:  The Rev. Susan Eibner 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A GATHERING PRAYER 
 

We have come, O God, seeking you, seeking your presence, 
seeking your peace, seeking your fellowship. May we sense your 
presence here among us as we have gathered in this hour.  
Revive us again! Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY   
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND LONGING 
 

In the beginning, the Spirit over the deep; 
new life daily unfolding at God’s call. 
Darkness and light: Good. 
Skies, lands, and seas: Good. 
The earth and all that fills it—plants and rocks, 
the finned, the feathered, the furry: Good. 
At the last, humankind in God’s image: Very good. 
Yet we have failed to draw from that goodness in care for God’s creation. 
Forgive us, God, for the ways we have exploited earth and its creatures. 
 

We have misunderstood our calling to be protectors of God’s creation. 
Forgive us, God, for the ways we 
have exploited earth and its creatures. 
 

We long for new relationships with God’s creation that has been entrusted to us. 
Help us, God, to make a new community with all that lives alongside us. 
 

May the merciful God who calls us to tend earth and all its creatures, 
deepen our knowledge of creation’s interweaving, 
so that our lives are shaped in wholeness and peace 
with all living things; in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   
 

The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
FIRST READING:                            JONAH 3:10-4:11 
 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it right for 
you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city. 

The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 
to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

PSALM 145:1-8      (READ RESPONSIVELY BY HALF VERSE) 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
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3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Officiant and People 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.   
 

 

     

EPISTLE/SECOND LESSON:                               PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 
 

 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when 
I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is 
God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but 
of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
HYMN                           ELW  #659 
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GOSPEL                     MATTHEW 20:1-16 
 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 
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the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, 
he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

 

The Gospel of Our Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
HOMILY ~ THE REV. SUSAN EIBNER 
 

Silence for reflection 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,  
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
   begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God  
   from true God, begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father.   

Through him all things were made.    
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the   
      power of the Holy Spirit  he became incarnate from the Virgin  
      Mary, and was made man. 
 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
       he suffered death and was buried.                                        
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  
      Scriptures; 
       he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the  
       Father.      

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end.    
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory,   

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 
A Prayer for the Human Family  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations 
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

A Collect for Mission     (All say together)  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son 
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your 
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS AND THANKSGIVINGS  
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, 
equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ.  We pray especially for our 
Bishops, Rob and Jim, our Rector/Pastor, Richard, our Interim Vicar, Susan, Church of the 
Epiphany, Newport, St. Andrew’s, New London, The Rev. Jay Macleod, Aaron Jenkins, and 
Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Church, Newington, NH.   Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your 
concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of 
conflict and violence. Inspire leaders and our elected officials with creativity and wisdom. Bless the 
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime 
and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to 
all who are in need, especially those on our parish prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In Thanksgiving for gifts and blessings received and for needs we name aloud or in the silence of 
our hearts…. please add after your prayer, “Anyone else?”…..  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to 
follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
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and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
An Offertory Sentence 
 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most high. 
 
 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 
                 And Also with you. 
 

Let us pray, 
 

In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, 
and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray 
you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by 
your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Come, Lord Jesus, and 
dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide me in right 
pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of 
your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of 
your kingdom; who with God our Creator and God the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting.  Amen 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Officiant and People 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-
kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People :  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

BLESSING ~  Four-Fold Franciscan Blessing 
 

May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers,  
half truths, and superficial relationships,  
that you may live deep within your heart. 
 
May God bless you with anger at injustice,  
oppression, and exploitation of people,  
that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain,  
rejection, starvation, and war,  
that you may reach out your hand to comfort them  
and to turn their pain into joy.  
 
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe  
that you can make a difference in this world,  
that you can do what others claim cannot be done.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

~ Coffee Chat ~ 
 

 
 

Please Pray for: 
The Family of David Dohrman; 

All Families separated by Social Distancing; 
All who are returning to school and work; 

Bill, Caroline, Roseann, Cathy, Mike J., Tim, Connie, Isabel S., Kevin, Cris, Richard, Liz, Steve P, Pat Mc, Michael, 
Rachel, Elizabeth, Tom, Kenny, Tam, Kim, Peter, Alison, Sandra, Parker, Harold, Jackie, Sue, Art, Bev, Agnes, 

Dennis, Brad, Ed, Jason, Kilee, Jesse, Cece, Dan, Pat, Steve, Luke, Stephanie, Josh, Mike C., Kate, Janie, Bruce, 
Brian, Marlene, Kathie, Matthew M., Milford, Vera, Bonnie, Cassie, John, Christine, Ken, Nelson, Peter, Alice, Lindsay, 
Katie, Drew, Matthew, Hannah, James, Bill S., Virginia, Gabriel, Elizabeth, Betty, Cindy, Chris, Eleanor, David, Lynn, 

Judy, Joanna, Pam, Faith, Wendy, Tara 
 
 

 
 



10 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

In September of 2015 Trinity Episcopal Church and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  
joined together to begin a joint ministry in downtown Claremont.  

Prince of Peace sold its building and moved into Trinity Episcopal Church.  
The purpose of this ministry is to better serve the Claremont community through outreach and mission.  

The congregations decided to meld their traditions together, creating worship experiences that  
honor both Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.  

All are welcome to participate in and share this joint ministry with us. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTERIM VICAR: THE REV. SUSAN EIBNER 
        susaneibner@gmail.com 

1(603) 498-1315 
   

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                        
     
             Trinity Episcopal                                                                                Prince of Peace  
                            Church                                                                                   Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                       trinitymailbox@myfairpoint.net                                                                                         pop64739@gmail.com   
                     www.trinityclaremont.org                                                                      1(603) 542-2103      
                               1(603) 542-2103      
                           
                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                 Union – St. Luke’s 
    unionchurchnh@gmail.com 
    unionstlukes@gmail.com 

    1(603) 542-7209 


